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Sources of Open Textbooks

the American Institute of Mathematics maintains a list which groups
open textbooks by course title. All the books have been judged to
meet the evaluation criteria set by the AIM.

AU Press is the first university press to be established by a Canadian
university. They are dedicated to the dissemination of knowledge
and research through open access digital journals and monographs,
as well as through new electronic media.

BCcampus OpenEd.

Boundless Textbooks has high quality content and resources build by
a community of educators and experts. It provides ready-to-use
content, tools, and test materials.
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http://aimath.org/textbooks/approved-textbooks/
http://aupress.ca/
https://open.bccampus.ca/find-open-textbooks/
https://marketplace.boundless.com/


Sources of Open Textbooks

The College Open Textbooks Collaborative is a collection of
twenty-nine educational non-profit and for-profit organizations,
affiliated with more than 200 colleges, is focused on driving
awareness and adoptions of open textbooks to more than 2000
community and other two-year colleges. This includes providing
training for instructors adopting open resources, peer reviews of
open textbooks, and mentoring online professional networks that
support for authors opening their resources, and other services.

Community College Consortium for Open Educational Resources:
advocacy, training, and links to college level open textbooks and
other courseware.
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http://www.collegeopentextbooks.org/
https://oerconsortium.org/


Sources of Open Textbooks

Connexions is a place to view and share educational material made
of small knowledge chunks called modules that can be organized as
courses, books, reports, etc. Anyone may view or contribute:

authors create and collaborate;
instructors rapidly build and share custom collections; and
learners find and explore content.

Flatworld Knowledge: browse 100+ Textbooks — Written by the
industry’s top authors, our textbooks are helping improve teaching
and learning at more than 2,500 leading colleges and universities
worldwide.
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http://cnx.org/
http://catalog.flatworldknowledge.com/


Sources of Open Textbooks

The Free Book Centre contains links to thousands of free online
technical books. Which Include core computer science, networking,
programming languages, Systems Programming books, Linux books
and many more. You are welcome to follow the following links for
the free books tour. . . ”

The Global Text Project started when a group of educators created
a Wikibook, this English and Spanish language collection includes
some unique titles under-represented by other sources, such as CIO
Handbook, Data Mining for the Masses, Game Programming and
Practical Plastic Surgery for Nonsurgeons.

The Knowledged Unlatched model depends on many libraries from
around the world sharing the payment of a single Title Fee to a
publisher, in return for a book being made available on a Creative
Commons licence via OAPEN and HathiTrust as a fully
downloadable PDF.”
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http://www.freebookcentre.net/
http://globaltext.terry.uga.edu/
http://collections.knowledgeunlatched.org/collection-availability-1/


Sources of Open Textbooks

Lumen Learning is overseen by influential OER activist David Wiley,
Lumen’s Candela Learning catalog offers links to its own content as
well as the content developed by institutions it has worked with on
OER initiatives, such as Tidewater Community College and
Washington State Community and Technical Colleges. The content
isn’t technically downloaded as a file; it’s made available in HTML
format, which can be accessed through a school’s learning
management system.

MERLOT is a free and open online community of resources designed
primarily for faculty, staff and students of higher education from
around the world to share their learning materials and pedagogy.
MERLOT is a leading edge, user-centered, collection of peer
reviewed higher education, online learning materials, catalogued by
registered members and a set of faculty development support
services.
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http://lumenlearning.com/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm


Sources of Open Textbooks

MIT OpenCourseware, the nonprofit Institute for the Study of
Knowledge Management in Education, based in Monterey, CA,
launched the Commons in 2007 to share content ”from around the
world.” The 64,000-item collection covers curricula from preschool
through adult education. Users can filter based on education level,
subject, material type, conditions of use, content source and other
criteria. Within the college level, resources tagged as ”textbook” top
out at just under 600 results, many culled from the other collections
referenced here.

OER Commons, the network that brings together 49,082 OER, tools
for sharing curriculum with the world, and news and training on the
brave new world of open education.
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http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/


Sources of Open Textbooks

Open Culture: over 200 free textbooks available. tarted by an
associate dean at Stanford’s continuing studies program, this site
brings together a curated “meta collection” of free textbooks taken
from many of the other sites included in this article as well as other
pockets of the web where a faculty member has put digital
textbooks together for his or her courses and made them openly
available. Open Culture also provides collections of free online
courses, movies, audio books and other forms of education content.

Open SUNY Textbooks: the latest publication in this pilot effort by
the State University of New York libraries is Writing in College:
From Competence to Excellence, which joins 14 other titles written
by faculty and published by the libraries. This pilot initiative
publishes high-quality, cost-effective course resources by engaging
faculty as authors and peer-reviewers, and libraries as publishing
service and infrastructure.
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http://www.openculture.com/free_textbooks
http://textbooks.opensuny.org/


Sources of Open Textbooks

The Open Textbook Network is a consortium of higher ed
institutions and systems has networked to support the use of OER
within their programs. Supported by the University of Minnesota
Center for Open Education within the College of Education and
Human Development, the library of textbooks pulls titles from
multiple sources, including many others in this list.

OpenStax College is a nonprofit organization committed to
improving student access to quality learning materials. Our free
textbooks are developed and peer-reviewed by educators to ensure
they are readable, accurate, and meet the scope and sequence
requirements of your course. Through our partnerships with
companies and foundations committed to reducing costs for
students, OpenStax College is working to improve access to higher
education for all. OpenStax College is an initiative of Rice University
and is made possible through the generous support of several
philanthropic foundations.
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http://research.cehd.umn.edu/otn/
https://www.openstaxcollege.org/


Sources of Open Textbooks

The Global Textbook Project “We publish open content electronic
textbooks that are freely available from this website. We focus on
content development and Web distribution, and we will work with
relevant authorities to facilitate dissemination by other means when
bandwidth is unavailable or inadequate. The goal is to make
textbooks available to the many who cannot afford them.”

University of Minnesota Open Textbook Catalog “In an effort to
reduce costs for students, the College of Education and Human
Development has created this catalog of open textbooks to be
reviewed by faculty members. Open textbooks are complete
textbooks released under a Creative Commons, or similar, license.
Instructors can customize open textbooks to fit their course needs by
remixing, editing, and adding their own content. Students can
access free digital versions or purchase low-cost print copies of open
textbooks.”
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http://globaltext.terry.uga.edu/
http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/


Sources of Open Textbooks

Wikibooks is Wikimedia’s open-content textbook collection that
anyone can edit.

WikiToLearn: provides free, collaborative and accessible text books.
Their philosophy is “knowledge only grows if shared.” They provide
a platform where learners and teachers can complete, refine and
re-assemble notes, lecture notes in order to create text books,
tailored precisely to their needs, so that you can “stand on the
shoulders of giants.”
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https://www.wikibooks.org/
http://en.wikitolearn.org/Mathematics


Sources of Open Textbooks

The Open Textbook Library is probably part of the Open Textbook
Network.

The Orange Grove: The Florida Virtual Campus (FLVC) is a
statewide provider of educational services for Florida’s K–20
community. Working collaboratively with the state’s 12 public
universities, 28 public colleges, K-12 school districts, and other
partners, FLVC provides services that help students succeed in
school and life after graduation.
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https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
http://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/home.do


Sources of Open Textbooks

Lyryx Learning: Specializes in the design and development of tools
to deliver online educational content and assessment. Also offers
Additional Resources such as a multiple choice bank, slides, and
formative assessment.

WeBWorK is an open-source online homework system for math and
sciences courses. WeBWorK is supported by the MAA and the NSF
and comes with a National Problem Library (NPL) of over 20,000
homework problems. Problems in the NPL target most lower division
undergraduate math courses and some advanced courses. Supported
courses include college algebra, discrete mathematics, probability
and statistics, single and multivariable calculus, differential
equations, linear algebra and complex analysis.
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https://lyryx.com/
http://webwork.maa.org/


Jim’s Open Source Texts

Calculus—Early Transcendentals by David Guichard, Neal Koblitz,
H. Jerome Keisler.

Students’ comments: overall, the text is good, but they often had
trouble following it because there were steps left out; sometimes the
text resorted to “inspired guessing” leaving them wondering what is
happening. They felt that the exercises were good.

Elementary Differential Equations by William F. Trench.

Students’ response: the text is readable but wordy. There are many
examples which proceed incrementally: an easy example is followed
by the same example with trivial changes, then a slightly more
difficult example is again followed by a similar one. . . One student
said that he read the theorems, skipped the examples and went
directly to the exercises, only looking at the examples when he had
difficulty (this appeared to work well).
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https://www.whitman.edu/mathematics/calculus_online/
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/mono/8/


Jim’s Open Source Texts

Introductory Statistics by Barbara Illowsky and Susan Dean.

available in .pdf, .epub, and offline .zip (offline HTML copy of the
content including .xml, media files, and other support files).
the textbook contains expository text, examples, labs, homework,
and projects.
A Teacher’s Guide is available in print form
supplemental course materials including additional problem sets and
video lectures.

Astronomy: a variety of open source and online materials.
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https://openstax.org/details/introductory-statistics


Jim’s Open Source Texts

I am considering open textbooks for:

Introduction to Proofs;

Linear Algebra: Kuttler;
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